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What is Supply Chain Management (SCM)?

Supply Chain is the field that ensures that the desired product is available to the customer in the right condition and quantity and at the right time, place and cost.  To perform this function efficiently, firms need to coordinate transportation, warehouse location and operations, inventory management, packaging and other functions in a cost effective manner.  These activities comprise 20 to 30 percent of total costs for many U.S. businesses.

Top Jobs/Top Salaries/Top Companies
In 2010 the average starting salary for supply chain majors was $55,192. A recent study indicated that over the next decade there will be twice as many job openings as candidates in this field.  Opportunities are particularly good for females and minorities. 

Companies that recruit from the Robert H. Smith School SCM program include Dupont, Amazon, Navair, Interstate Worldwide Location Services, Home Depot, Unilever, Johnson & Johnson, CSX, UnderArmour, Black & Decker, CIA, Target, UPS, Fedex, Pepsi, Coca Cola, Starbucks, IBM, Deloitte, and many more. 

Our highly regarded program attracts top employers and the job opportunities are excellent.  Common supply chain positions include:  Materials Planner, International Logistics Specialist, Supply Chain Analyst, Transportation Management Coordinator, Supply Chain Data Specialist, Supply Chain Consultant, Strategic Sourcing, Buyer, Distribution Manager, and more. 
Why do companies prefer to hire students from the Robert H. Smith School of Business’ top ranked Supply Chain Management program? 

The University of Maryland’s SCM program ranks #3 in research (Transportation Journal) and #8 in the nation in Supply Chain Management undergrad programs (US News and World Report 2010).   The curriculum is state-of-the art and includes extensive hands-on work with cutting edge supply chain information technology, including Oracle and SAP, in our supply chain lab. Compared with other majors, students benefit from smaller class sizes and much greater contact with faculty.  
“I majored in supply chain because I love solving problems.   I believe the future of business relies on the capabilities of a huge network of qualified supply chain and logistics experts.”  Alexander Matov, 2007 graduate    
How can I connect with other students majoring in Supply Chain Management?
One of most active groups in the business school is the student club, the Supply Chain Management (SCM) Society.  This group plans and hosts its own major Career and Networking Event (Industry Day) each year.  There is a supply chain fellows program that provides students with an opportunity to interact one-on-one with industry executives.  The SCM Fellows go on all-expenses paid trips to visit various logistics facilities, and to attend professional conferences. Past trips have taken students to Ft. Lauderdale, Atlanta, Jacksonville, and Los Angeles.  
All of these experiences offer important business connections and job opportunities that enable Supply Chain Management majors to hit the ground running as soon as they graduate.


For more information about joining the student club, visit our website at www.supplychainumd.org 

Prepare for your career in Supply Chain Management

To maximize the student experience in this top ranked program, supply chain majors should:

JOIN the Supply Chain Management Society (which is part of SUSA)  one of the largest and most active clubs at the Smith School, voted the 2010/2011 club of the year.    
Attend the SCM Career and Networking Industry Day.  You will meet with dozens of employers and network with our supply chain alumni to find opportunities for internships and full time positions.    

Gain experience – apply for a supply chain management internship. Students with relevant work experience have a strong advantage over those who do not.  

Participate in the Supply Chain Fellows Program! Meet one on one with Supply Chain industry professionals and participate in paid, group trips to major ports and intermodal sites.
2011 SCM faculty:  

Sandor Boyson – SCM/MBA club advisor

Gary Cohen - SCM undergraduate club advisor 

Thomas Corsi – SCM Fellows Program 

Martin Dresner – Department Chair

Yan Dong
Stephanie Eckerd  

Philip Evers
Curtis Grimm
Hugh Turner
Robert Windle
For more information about our academic program, contact Dianne Fox, Logistics Business and Public Policy Department at 301 405-2190 or email supplychain@rhsmith.umd.edu
Since 2009, the number of students majoring in the top ranked Supply Chain Management program at the Robert H. Smith School of Business has increased 250%
















