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When I was nominated to speak at Graduation, I was thinking about what I would exactly say, and I figured a nice and appropriate beginning would be:
Congratulations to the Robert H. Smith School of Business, Class of 2006.  We actually made it.  We are now “Leaders for the Digital Economy.”
However, since I am still not any closer to understanding how my wireless network actually operates and the way I fix it is to turn it off and back on, I decided to table that beginning.  

So instead, I want to begin by welcoming all those people in the audience, our family and friends.  To all of you out there, thank you.  Receiving this MBA degree would not have been possible without your encouragement, support and guidance.  And technically, if we had not had friends and family around to actually fill out surveys for certain classes about personality and leadership styles, we would not have passed.

For all of you sitting out there that might not already know, like the business world, our class is diverse and global.  We have people – now get ready – from: the United States, India, China, Japan, Italy, Turkey, Taiwan, Nigeria, Mali, Columbia, Venezuela, South Korea, Romania, Kenya, and Peru.  We have people who are married, who got married while at school, who are getting married in one-and-a-half weeks, who have kids, who are having kids.  We have people who before school were engineers, consultants, English majors, professional chefs, marketers, bankers, surfers, publishers, IT help desk people, entrepreneurs, political fundraisers, actors – sometimes I feel as though, if you can name it, we got it.  
And yet, somehow, someway, Sabrina and her team in the admissions office brought us all together – and actually believed it would work!  Some might think they’re Crazy.
Well, a few weeks ago I had the opportunity, as many of you did, to help out at Admitted Student Weekend.  This is a weekend devoted to selling all the recently admitted students on the fact that Smith is the best place to get an MBA.  And the one thing that stood out amid all the diversity, which kept getting echoed that I truly believe unites each and every one of us graduating today, is our passion for community.  
This community is strong.  It is not simply about sharing a McChicken sandwich or Potbelly’s lunch.  We have allowed each other into not only our teams, for what seemed liked never ending group projects, but also into our lives, our way of thinking, and our way of living.  
It has been a privilege to be a part of this class and know each of you.  Every one of us has grown and changed due to this experience, and I encourage you to take what we have learned about building that spirit of community out into the business world.
Organizations can be large, cold, and slow to change.  But remember back to our Orientation, how could we forget that 7-day long event, when we were challenged:  What do you want to do?  
Take that challenge to your next stage in life:

What do you want to accomplish?

How do you want to make change?  
How do you want to make the place you work better than when you found it?

I would be remiss to not include the professors and administration in the Smith Community.

To the faculty, you have been patient and have inspired us.  Please don’t be surprised when we call you because our regression model simply refuses to “purr like a kitten” or our balance sheets just don’t add up even though we KNOW we have all the numbers right.  And please don’t be shocked when you hear from us years from now, thanking you again for giving us a strong foundation in our ability to think, strategize, and execute.
And of course to the administration – you are the ones who keep the Smith Community growing strong after each class graduates and moves on.  And to the MPO office, thank you for keeping us all together.  We know we can be overly ambitious, and possibly annoying, we are after all, MBA’s.  But thank you for supporting us and all of our crazy ideas.
To the Robert H. Smith School of Business Class of 2006, Congratulations!  Love it or hate it: We are Leaders for the Digital Economy.  Remember, the first part of that tagline is: Leaders.  And Leaders, we now are.
