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ELEMENTS 

Destination CountriesτSpring, 2010 

The GBP course is open to 
MBA and other graduate 
students at: 

   Columbia University 

   Duke University 

   George Washington  

   University 

   Purdue University 

   San Diego State University  

   Temple University 

   University of Kansas  

   University of Maryland 

   University of North  

   Carolina at Chapel Hill 

   University of Pittsburgh  

The 2009-10 Global Business Project course provides MBA and other graduate stu-

dents at participating universities a unique opportunity to increase their ability to con-

duct business in non-English speaking countries.  Working side-by-side with interna-

tional business leaders and MBAs from other programs, GBP students develop and ap-

ply cross-cultural, foreign language and virtual teaming skills in order to produce stra-

tegic advice that is focused, compelling and actionable.  

Students apply cross-cultural 
awareness and foreign  
language skills in solving real 
problems for real companies 

Teams are constructed 
through competitive  
selection process at ten  
participating schools 
 
The course ends with 2 
week team travel to target 
country to complete  
research & company  
meetings 

COURSE 

PAST PROJECTS INCLUDED 

A North Carolina lumber manufacturer needing customers in China  

The largest leather bag manufacturing town in Japan searching for a  

strategy for new business models to revitalize the business  

A global leader in biometric authentication software wanting help  

to improve its overall business in Brazil  

In 2009 - 10, the destination countries for the GBP are Brazil, China, Japan,  

Poland and Russia.  Each team will have at least one member who is fluent in Portu-

guese, Chinese, Japanese, Polish or Russian (as applicable) and all team members 

must have knowledge of the language or a plan to acquire some.  Through much of 

the course, teams work virtually under the supervision of both business and foreign 

language faculty members. The course is capped with 2-weeks of team travel to the  

destination country. Interaction with company representatives  may occur in English,  

but the team will need to utilize the language of the destination country to conduct 

research, communicate with non-English speakers, and possibly to present the final 



 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

When is the course held, and how much credit does it earn? 

The GBP is held during the spring semester (4th quarter), plus 2 weeks of travel  at 
the end of May. The course is worth 3 credit hours. 

What are the destination countries/languages for the 2010 course? 

Brazil/Portuguese, China/Mandarin, Japan/Japanese, Poland/Polish and Russia/
Russian. 

Can I choose  the destination country I want to work in? 

Yes, you can note a first and second choice of country on your application. 

Can I choose the individual project I want to work on? 

No, but you are encouraged to mention the type of project you think you would be 
best suited for and  to highlight functional skills or industry experience you are  
hoping to gain through this project. 

²ƘŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ L ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ LΩƳ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻΚ   

Students accepted to the GBP will receive notification via email in December, 2009. 
This notification will include a description of the assigned project. 

/ŀƴ L ǿƛǘƘŘǊŀǿ ƛŦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΚ  

You will have a short window to decline the offer to be on a team before we send 
the match letters to the companies on December 15th.  However, because each 
member of the team is chosen with the whole team in mind, we hope you will 
honor your commitment and accept your assigned match. 

How much travel is involved? 

All GBP students attend a kick-off weekend in Washington, DC March 212-14, 2010. 
Teams  will then work virtually until their team travel to the destination country 
during the last two weeks of May. 

FEES 

Students pay a  fee of $2,750 

to cover  on-the-ground ex-

penses for  the kick-off week-

end  in  Washington, DC and  

briefing workshops in the host 

country. A non-refundable 

deposit of $500 from this fee 

is due in December when stu-

dents accept their team as-

signments.  The balance is due 

January 30, 2010. 

The course fee does not in-

clude the cost of  

airfare. 

The Smith School CIBER offers 

fellowships to offset the 

course fee for UMD students.  

For  more information., con-

tact Karen Watts, Smith CIBER 

Assistant Director at: 

kwatts@rhsmith.umd.edu 

 

COURSE 

The Global Business Project course is designed and implemented by 
the consortium of the Centers for International Business Education & Research listed above. 

CIBERs are sponsored by the US Department of Education through a Title VI grant.  


